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Saxophonist & Composer Dan Wilensky releases new recording
“Made In Portland” from Polyglot Music.

“Nothing short of brilliant.” -Amazon.com 

Dan Wilensky’s fifth recording as a leader “Made In Portland” includes innovative arrangements of Charles Trenet’s “I Wish You Love,” 
“Laughter In The Rain” by Neil Sedaka, and Cole Porter’s “What Is This Thing Called Love,” along with eight new Wilensky originals. 
Vocalists Rebecca Kilgore, Anandi Gefroh, and Laura Cunard are simply divine. The creative virtuosity of band mates Dan Balmer, 
Dan Gaynor, Bill Athens, Michael Raynor, Israel Annoh, John Moak and a superb horn section make this a world-class outing.

“Wilensky's individuality can be heard with his first notes. His sound is bright, crisp, and completely relaxed in all registers. His lines are 
direct, to the point, and completely his own; he does not sound like anyone else.” -Saxophone Journal 

About Dan Wilensky: 
Dan Wilensky was born in Ann Arbor, Michigan, and moved to Berkeley, California the following year. Music was in the air at the 
Wilensky house: every family member played at least one instrument, and family jam sessions were frequent. He began piano lessons at 
age 8, and saxophone at 9 after he heard the Duke Ellington Orchestra perform at Berkeley High School. As a teenager, he street played, 
performed with schoolmates Benny Green, Craig Handy and Steve Bernstein, gigged with local bands, won top honors in various 
competitions, performed at the Monterey Jazz Festival three times, and was a guest soloist with the Woody Herman Orchestra. When he 
was 17, Wilensky studied for a year with jazz legend Joe Henderson, and received a scholarship to the Eastman School of Music. 

The summer after high school, Wilensky heard that Ray Charles was looking for a lead alto player for his big band. He auditioned, and 
got the gig. "Ray told me to be in LA on Monday. It was surreal," he recalls. After six months with Ray, a brief stint at Eastman, and six 
months with organ great Jack McDuff, he moved to New York. "It was like starting all over. I was street playing, doing rodeos out at 
Nassau Coliseum, and playing funerals in the Village," says Wilensky of his first year in the Big Apple. He recorded, gigged and toured 
with dozens of small groups, including Who It Is! (with Cornell Dupree, Steve Gadd, Will Lee, and Richard Tee), and Slickaphonics 
(featuring Ray Anderson and Mark Helias). 

In 1986, Wilensky worked in the house band at the Playboy Club, played Bob Fosse's Broadway show Big Deal, won a National 
Endowment for the Arts award for jazz performance and composition, and toured with Steve Winwood playing saxophone and keyboards. 
He subsequently played on numerous commercial jingles, film soundtracks and TV themes, and can be heard on over 250 records, 
including hits by Santana, Madonna, R. Kelly, Freddie Jackson, Deborah Harry, Donna Summer, Bryan Ferry, Mark Murphy, Keith 
Washington, Hall & Oates, Melissa Manchester, James Brown, Rory Block, Manhattan Transfer, and Faith No More. 

Other career highlights include touring with Joan Baez as her pianist, performing in several videos and TV shows with David Bowie, 
Steve Winwood, Martika, and Sheena Easton, working with Rick Derringer in the TV house band for Joy Behar's Way Off Broadway, and 
gigging with Ben E. King, The Four Tops, The Temptations, Carole King, Cab Calloway and Aretha Franklin. Wilensky has also appeared 
on The Today Show, The Tonight Show, Late Night With David Letterman, The View, The Rosie O'Donnell Show, The Arsenio Hall Show, 
and The Uncle Floyd Show, and he was featured extensively on the Emmy® -winning PBS children's show Between The Lions during its 
twelve year run. In addition, he wrote two saxophone method books, Saxophone Technique, and Advanced Sax. 

Currently, Wilensky performs, records, and teaches in Portland, Oregon. His recordings, and his popular book, MUSICIAN! A Practical 
Guide for Students, Music Lovers, Amateurs, Professionals, Superstars, Wannabees and Has-Beens are available at multiple channels.

For more information, videos, photos and performance dates go to: 
www.danwilensky.com 


